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Geographic Information Retrieval (GIR) is concerned with retrieving relevant
information resources in response to queries with geographic constraints. With
the growing availability of GIS on mobile devices ranging from mobile phones to
cameras, location-based search has rapidly become an important and required
element of mobile devices. Most location based GIR has been for commercial
purposes (such as finding nearby restaurants). We would suggest, however that
location-based search can also contribute to historical studies, tourism, and
general education.

Systems that provide searches using GIR methods, including geographic digital
libraries, and location-aware web search engines, are based on a collection of
georeferenced information resources and methods to spatially search these
resources with geographic location as part of their search specifications. In this
talk we will explore these uses of GIR and location-based search.
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Berkeley, in the School of Information. Prof. Larson specializes in the design and
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performance evaluation of the UC public access online union catalog (MELVYL).
His past and current research has concentrated on the design and evaluation of
information retrieval systems, with an emphasis on digital libraries. Prof. Larson
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